LINCOLN CONSERVATION GROUP TASK RISK ASSESSMENT
(If there is more than one project, a separate risk assessment should be carried out for each)

Site Name: 
Hartsholme Country Park, Skellingthorpe Road, Lincoln, LN6 0EY

Site Owner: City of Lincoln Council – warden Ruth (07970 875 778)
Task Leader: 
Nicola Farr (07900 805149)_______
 Site Contact Telephone No.: 
01522 873577____
Date: 
3 June 2018


First Aider(s): 
Julian Bartrup, Niamh

_____











____________
Location of Nearest Accident and Emergency Dept.: 
Lincoln County Hospital, Greetwell Road______
Grid Reference (if remote site): 
____________
Ambulance Access: 
Skellingthorpe Road



____________
Description of Task (continue overleaf if needed): 

Ragwort clearance____________
Risk Assessment by: 
Nicola Farr
Date: 
2 June 2018
*Risk: L = Low; M = Medium; H = High

	To check
	Risk*


	Description of risk
	Control measures

(ie possible action taken to reduce risk)

	Weather


	L
	Weather unlikely to be cold but could be wet or sunny at times.

	Remind volunteers before task to bring waterproofs and on the day to put on sun cream or cover up. Provide drinks.

	Ground conditions & surroundings
	L
	Possible trip hazards, dog muck, wet grass
	Advise vols of hazards and to wear suitable footwear.

	Task specific operations


	L
	Ragwort can be poisonous.

	Ensure all wear gloves and offer eye protection. Skin preferably covered. Wash exposed areas afterwards.
Bag plants for collection.



	Tools


	M
	Ragwort forks – sharp
Loppers


	Give tools demo – ask who has used tools before.
Recommend boots/steel toe caps in pre task email.

	Other workers


	
	Not expected.
	

	Bending and lifting


	M
	Nothing heavy. 
	Correct technique - remind and observe volunteers. Don’t overfill bags.

	Felling timber


	
	n/a
	

	Water


	
	n/a 
	

	Members of the public


	L
	Open site, public may be present, but work type poses low risk.
	Warn vols to look out for passers by. Put up signs to warn visitors. Answer simple questions, otherwise refer to site staff

	Diseases


	
	n/a
	

	Animals


	
	Dogs
	

	Underground services


	
	None obvious
	

	Overhead cables


	
	n/a
	

	Other


	
	
	Indicate location of toilets at start. 


Remember: raise everyone’s awareness of risks.

Remember: Give a tools talk.

Notes:
Weather:  sun burn/stroke, dehydration, hypothermia, visibility, wind blowing branches or dead wood out of trees

Ground conditions & surroundings: slippery, steep, uneven, rabbit holes, tree stumps, stream banks, dense brash requiring eye protection.

Task specific operations:  new techniques volunteers may not be familiar with

Tools: Give a tools talk, remember about where tools are placed when not in use, tools fit for use?

Other workers: care when swinging tools, felling trees-give warnings etc.

Bending and lifting: assess the load (stability, sharp bits), the area, help available

Felling timber: escape routes, step away as tree begins to fall, where will it land?

Water: is there a stream, river, pond, lake? Chances of falling in, waders dragging you down, can vols swim?

Members of the public: will they be walking by, trip on tools, hit by falling trees?

Diseases: Weil’s disease (rats’ urine in water), Lyme disease (from sheep ticks)

Animals: is there livestock nearby or in the same field, dogs without owners

Overhead cables: will you hit one when cutting down trees?

Underground services: when digging, could you hit an electric, gas, water, phone, sewer main?

Tools Check List

Count out, and back in, the tools taken on task. 

	Tool
	No.
	Tool
	No.

	Bow saw 21”
	
	Slashers
	

	Bow saw (large)
	
	Scythe – long handled
	

	Loppers
	
	Publicity board
	

	Pitch fork
	
	Danger – workers board
	

	Fork
	
	Bonfire starting kit
	

	Spade
	
	
	

	Rake
	
	
	

	Billhook
	
	
	

	Shovel
	
	Essential
	(

	Sharpening stone
	
	Gloves
	

	Spare saw blades
	
	Goggles
	

	Hard hats
	
	1st aid Kit
	

	Shears
	
	Welfare kit
	

	Sickle – small
	
	Brew kit, milk & biscuits
	


PAGE  
1
Lincoln Conservation Group – Risk Assessment


