
LINCOLN CONSERVATION GROUP – TASK RISK ASSESSMENT (revised April 2022)
(If there is more than one project, a separate risk assessment should be carried out for each one)

	ON TASK - PUT THIS RISK ASSESSMENT WITH THE EMERGENCY CONTACTS LIST
AFTER THE TASK, SEND A COPY OF THE FINAL VERSION TO JOHN TURNER, TREASURER



	Site Name: 



	Site Owner: 


	Task Leader: 
	Site Contact Tel No.: 



	Task Date: 
	First Aider(s): 



	Risk Assessment by: 
	Date of RA: 




	Nearest Accident and Emergency Dept. (inc postcode):
	Grid reference (meeting point):


	Ambulance access (e.g. road number/name, identifiable marker):
	what3words (meeting point):


	Ambucopter access: 

	Grid ref (work site – if distant from meeting point):


	Bonfire. The person managing the bonfire must wear safety spectacles. 
(Note: All bonfires on Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust sites must be fully doused before we leave the site).
Action in emergency, e.g. if out of control:


	Description of task (include approximate work location if distant from access point): 




	To check
	Risk*
	Description of risk
	Control measures (action to reduce risk)


	*Risk: L = Low; M = Medium; H = High
	Remember: Raise everyone’s awareness of risks. Give a tools talk.

	Weather

	
	
	

	Ground conditions & surroundings
	
	
	

	Task specific operations
	
	
	

	Bonfire

	
	
	

	Tools

	
	
	

	Other workers

	
	
	

	Bending and lifting

	
	
	

	Felling timber

	
	
	

	Water

	
	
	

	Members of the public
	
	
	

	Diseases


	
	
	

	Animals


	
	
	

	Underground services
	
	
	

	Overhead cables

	
	
	

	Other


	
	
	


Notes
Weather:  sunburn/stroke, dehydration, rain, hypothermia, visibility, wind blowing branches or dead wood out of trees

Ground conditions & surroundings: slippery, steep, uneven, rabbit holes, tree stumps, stream banks, dense brash requiring eye protection
Task specific operations:  new techniques volunteers may not be familiar with

Tools: Give a tools talk;, remember about carrying and where tools are placed when not in use; tools fit for use?

Other workers: safe distance, walking around site, care when swinging tools, felling trees – give warnings etc.

Bending and lifting: assess the load (stability, sharp bits), the area, help available, technique
Felling timber: escape routes, keep head clear, step away as tree begins to fall, where will it land?

Water: is there a stream, river, pond, lake? Chances of falling in, waders dragging you down, can vols swim?

Members of the public: will they be walking by; can they trip on tools or cut material, be hit by falling trees?

Diseases: Weil’s disease (rats’ urine in water), Lyme disease (from sheep ticks)

Animals: is there livestock nearby or in the same field, dogs without owners? Any wildlife on site?
Overhead cables: will you hit one when cutting down trees?

Underground services: when digging, could you hit an electric, gas, water, phone, sewer main?

TOOLS TAKEN CHECK LIST: Count out, and back in, the tools taken on task. 
	Tool
	No.
	Tool
	No.

	Bow saw 21”
	
	Auger
	

	Bow saw (24” large)
	
	Crowbar
	

	Folding/short saw
	
	Claw hammer
	

	Pole saw
	
	Lump hammer
	

	Spare saw blades
	
	Sledgehammer
	

	Saw tooth setter
	
	Bonfire starting kit
	

	Loppers
	
	Trowel/fork
	

	Secateurs
	
	Wire brushes
	

	Billhook
	
	Litter pickers, rings & bags
	

	Muck rake (used with bonfire)
	
	Publicity board
	

	Pitch fork
	
	Danger – conservation work signs
	

	Rake – big wooden
	
	Hi-vis vests
	

	Rake - plastic
	
	Weed bag/s (green ones)
	

	Rake - metal
	
	Ground sheet – e.g. 2x2m sq
	

	Garden fork
	
	Weed sheet (with handles on corners)
	

	Garden spade
	
	Dump bag
	

	Shovel
	
	ESSENTIAL
	

	Pickaxe/mattock
	
	Emergency Contacts List
	

	Shears – long handled
	
	Membership Book
	

	Shears – short handled
	
	Gloves
	

	Sickle/grass hook – small
	
	Safety glasses
	

	Slasher
	
	First aid Kit
	

	Old scythe – long handled
	
	Welfare kit
	

	Austrian scythes (Snaths, blades and box of tools/sharpening stones)
	
	Tool cleaning kit
	

	Sharpening stone
	
	Large groundsheet (also covers tools in rain)
	


SUGGESTED TOOLS – WHAT TO TAKE WHEN (this may vary depending on the project)

	Essential
	Always take everything listed under ‘Tools taken – Essential’

	Bonfire
	Fire starting kit; muck rake; water to damp down fires on LWT sites if no stream/pond on site

	Brambles
	Shears – long- and short-handled; loppers; rakes; dump bags/weed bags/ground sheets; slashers

	Community gardening
	Bow saws (21”), spades, forks, trowels, loppers, secateurs, shears, weed bag, groundsheet/s; danger conservation work signs

	Construction (e.g. steps, fences)
	Pickaxe/mattock; lump hammer; sledgehammer; saws/bowsaws; spades; garden forks; augur; crowbar; mattock handles or timber for tamping infill; hammers; nails

Possibly: shovels; wheelbarrows (e.g. for spreading woodchip)

	Coppicing/woodland management
	Bow saws (21” mainly plus couple of 24”); loppers; folding saws; saw blades; sharpening stone; saw tooth setter

Possibly also: bonfire kit; pole saws

	Grass cutting
	Austrian scythes - handles, blades and box of fittings; slashers; wooden rakes; pitch forks; sickle/grass hooks; shears; dump bags/weed bags/ground sheets

	Hay raking
	Wooden rakes; dump bags/weed bags/ground sheets; pitchforks or muck rakes

	Hedge laying
	Bow saws; loppers; billhooks; lump hammer; sledge hammer; sharpening stone; saw blades; saw tooth setter. 

Possibly also: fire starting kit

	Planting (trees etc)
	Spades; forks; shears; trowels; lump hammer; penknife or secateurs for cutting bindings and strings around bundles of whips

	Pond work
	Crome, spades, garden forks, shears, loppers, sanitising wash kit, rope. (Borrow rope and borrow waders if needed.)

	Site with public access
	Danger – conservation work signs

	Wood treatment
	Wire brushes; paint brushes (if there are any)
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